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ABSTRACT
Diffuse γ-ray radiation in galaxies is produced by cosmic ray interactions with the
interstellar medium. With the completion of EGRET observations, the only extragalac-
tic object from which there has been a positive detection of diffuse γ-ray emission is
the Large Magellanic Cloud. We systematically estimate the expected diffuse γ-ray
flux from Local Group galaxies, and determine their detectability by new generation
γ-ray observatories such as GLAST. For each galaxy, the expected γ-ray flux depends
only on its total gas content and its cosmic ray flux. We present a method for cal-
culating cosmic ray flux in these galaxies in terms of the observed rate of supernova
explosions, where cosmic ray acceleration is believed to take place. The difficulty in
deriving accurate supernova rates from observational data is a dominant uncertainty in
our calculations. We estimate the γ-ray flux for Local Group galaxies and find that our
predictions are consistent with the observations for the LMC and with the observational
upper limits for the Small Magellanic Cloud and M31. Both the Andromeda galaxy,
with a flux of ∼ 1.0× 10−8 photons sec−1 cm−2 above 100 MeV, and the SMC, with a
flux of ∼ 1.7× 10−8 photons sec−1 cm−2 above 100 MeV, are expected to be observable
by GLAST. M33 is at the limit of detectability with a flux of ∼ 0.11 × 10−8 sec−1
cm−2. Other Local Group galaxies are at least two orders of magnitude below GLAST
sensitivity.
Subject headings: gamma rays: theory — cosmic rays – Local Group
1. Introduction
All-sky EGRET images (Hunter et al. 1997) dramatically show that the γ-ray flux above
100 MeV is dominated by emission from the Galactic disk. This emission can be well understood
(Strong 1996, Sreekumar et al. 1998, Hunter et al. 1997) in terms of cosmic ray interactions with the
interstellar medium. At energies & 100 MeV, the generation of diffuse γ−ray emission is dominated
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by the decay of π0 produced in collisions between cosmic ray nuclei and interstellar medium nuclei.
At lower energies, the dominant emission mechanism is bremsstrahlung from energetic cosmic ray
electrons. Given the prominence of the Milky Way diffuse γ-ray emission, it is natural to ask
whether we can see the corresponding emission originating from other galaxies.
To explore the possibility of such a detection requires an understanding of the γ-ray emissivity
due to interactions of cosmic rays with matter. The problem of calculating the γ-ray emissivity per
hydrogen atom given a cosmic-ray spectrum has been treated in detail by Stecker (1970; 1973; 1988)
and Dermer (1986), who have made use of both experimental data and theoretical models on the
relevant collisional cross sections. The results of these studies are also consistent with more recent
calculations by Mori (1997) who used Monte Carlo event simulators and recent accelerator data.
These studies reproduce the Milky Way (MW) γ-ray flux quite well as a function of energy and
angle on the sky (at least in the 30–500 MeV range; at higher energies, the situation is less clear,
and inverse Compton scattering of a hard electron component may be important; see Strong,
Moskalenko, & Reimer (2000)).
By combining this information with an estimate of the gas content and the cosmic ray flux level
and spectrum for a given galaxy, one can arrive at a prediction for its total γ-ray flux. Extended
studies of this kind have been made for the Magellanic Clouds. Fichtel et al. (1991) calculated the
flux expected from the Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC). Their estimate of the cosmic ray flux was
based on the assumption that the expansive pressures of the gas, magnetic field and cosmic rays are
in dynamic balance with the gravitational attraction of matter. Subsequent EGRET observations
(Sreekumar et al 1992) resulted in the detection of the LMC with a γ-ray flux consistent with the
prediction by Fichtel et al. (1991).
Sreekumar & Fichtel (1991) arrived at three different predictions for the Small Magellanic
Cloud (SMC) diffuse γ-ray flux, each one based at a different assumption for the level of the SMC
cosmic ray flux: a dynamic balance among thermal, magnetic, and cosmic ray pressures (as in the
case of the LMC); a constant ratio of cosmic ray electrons and protons (where the electron flux was
deduced from observational synchrotron data); and a “universal” cosmic ray flux (at the same level
as in the solar neighborhood). EGRET observations have not led to a positive detection of the SMC
in high-energy γ-rays, placing an upper limit to the γ-ray flux which excludes the predictions based
on a dynamic balance or a “universal” cosmic ray flux (Sreekumar et al. 1993, Lin et al. 1996).
In this way, the debate over the origin of cosmic rays (Galactic versus extragalactic) was settled
observationally and the cosmic rays were shown to be originating from within the Galaxy.
Apart from the Magellanic Clouds, the only other Local Group galaxy for which there have
been theoretical γ-ray flux predictions is M31.1 O¨zel & Berkhuijsen (1987) and O¨zel & Fichtel
1Theoretical studies have also been made for starburst galaxies such as M82 (Akyu¨z et al. 1991) and NGC253
(Paglione et al. 1996) since these objects were good candidates for detection by EGRET due to their high supernova
rate and presumably high cosmic ray flux. However, no positive detection of these objects has been achieved (Blom
et al. 1999).
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(1988), based on the observational data available at the time for the distance and gas content of
M31, concluded that if the cosmic ray flux in the Andromeda galaxy is comparable to that in
the Milky Way, then the galaxy should be detectable by EGRET. However, Blom, Paglione, &
Carramin˜ana (1999) showed that EGRET has not detected M31, and have instead placed an upper
limit for its γ-ray flux lower than the theoretically predicted value of O¨zel & Berkhuijsen (1987).
In this work we systematically study the γ-ray emission from Local Group galaxies and its
detectability; with the completion of EGRET observations and the prospect of the construction of
new, more sensitive γ-ray observatories, such an investigation is timely. We survey the latest avail-
able data for the gas contents of various Local Group galaxies, with attention to the uncertainties
in the observational inputs, and their impact on the predicted emission. We also present a new
method for computing the global mean cosmic ray flux and, thus the γ-ray flux, from the observed
properties of the extragalactic sources. To do this we use the ratio of the supernova (SN) rate in
each galaxy to the supernova rate of the Milky Way to calibrate the magnitude of the cosmic ray
flux. This association is justified by the fact that cosmic ray acceleration is believed to take place
in supernova remnants, an idea supported both by theoretical arguments (e.g., Ellison, Drury, &
Meyer (1997)) as well as observational evidence (e.g., Koyama et al. 1995, Combi et al. 1998).
Furthermore, we find this method leads to an estimate of the LMC γ-ray flux which is in excellent
agreement with the level observed by EGRET.
Our predictions for the Local Group will be testable by the forthcoming Gamma-ray Large
Area Space Telescope (GLAST), which is predicted to be launched in 2005. The proposed design of
GLAST, described in De Angelis (2000) and in the GLAST webpage (http://glast.gsfc.nasa.gov),
is that of a 1 m2 effective area detector, sensitive to energies from 20 MeV to 300 GeV, with a field
of view of 2.4 sr. This large field of view will allow any individual source to be observed for 20%
of the duty cycle when GLAST is operating in the normal sky-scanning mode. The single-photon
angular resolution will be 3◦ at 100 MeV and about 0◦.2 at 10GeV. The nominal predicted lifetime
of the GLAST mission is 5 years, with a goal of 10 years of operation. These specifications imply
a sensitivity for GLAST of ∼ 2× 10−9 photons cm−2 s−1 (5-σ detection for a point source at high
Galactic latitudes after a 2-year all sky survey), better by more than an order of magnitude than
that of EGRET.
Recent work by Digel, Moskalenko, Ormes, Sreekumar, & Williamson (2000) has drawn atten-
tion to GLAST’s potential for observing the three brightest Local Group sources. These authors
presented simulated maps of the diffuse emission from the Magellanic clouds using models of Sreeku-
mar, and discussed the observability of M31 on the basis of current observational upper limits. Our
work gives theoretical support to this effort, as we make a robust prediction that M31 will be de-
tected by GLAST. By considering the entire Local Group, we also find that M33 could be detectable
by GLAST.
In Section 2 we present the theoretical background of our calculations. We discuss the γ−ray
emissivity per H atom for a given cosmic ray spectrum, by now established both theoretically and
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observationally. The “leaky box” model for cosmic ray propagation leads to the prediction that
the CR flux should be proportional to a mean SN rate in the galaxy under consideration. Using
this fact and an estimate of the gas content of each galaxy of the Local Group, we arrive at a
prediction for its γ-ray flux. In Section 3 we present the data on the SN rates of the MW and the
galaxies under study as well as their gas contents. In Section 4 we describe our results, compare
our predictions for the Magellanic Clouds and M31 with the EGRET observations, and compare
these and predictions for other Local Group galaxies with the anticipated sensitivity of GLAST.
Discussion of our findings and conclusions follows in Section 5.
2. Gamma-Ray Production
Inelastic collisions of high-energy cosmic ray protons with the interstellar medium protons
results most frequently to the production of neutral pions (π0) which then decay, with a probability
∼ 99%, to two gamma ray photons:
p+ p→ p+ p+ π0
→֒ γ + γ
If φpE(Tp) is the differential energy spectrum of the cosmic ray protons (protons/(cm
2-s-GeV-sr))
and 〈ζ σpi(Tp)〉 is the inclusive cross-section for the production of π
0 from p-p collisions, then the
total π0 production rate per target H atom (Γpi0) is given by:
Γpp→pi0 = 4π
∫
∞
0
dT 〈ζ σpi(T )〉φ
p
E(T ) (1)
In the case of the Milky Way, various authors (Stecker 1970, 1973, 1988; Cavallo & Gould 1971;
Stephens & Badhwar 1981; Dermer 1986; Mori 1997) have calculated Γpi0 . The results are consistent
with each other within errors. Here we adopt
Γpp→pi0 ≈ 7.0 × 10
−26 π0 (s - H atom )−1 . (2)
There is an additional contribution to π0 production by interactions involving nuclei with A >
1 either in cosmic rays or in the interstellar medium (predominantly p + α and α + α). This
contribution increases the estimated pion production rate by a multiplicative factor (Stecker 1970),
which, when including α as well as nuclei heavier than helium both in the cosmic rays and in
the interstellar medium, is ∼ 1.5 (e.g., Mori (1997) and refs. therein). Taking into account this
correction and the fact that each pion produces two γ-rays, the total γ-ray emissivity per hydrogen
atom from π0 decay only is
qpi
0
γ = 2.0 × 10
−25 photons (s - H atom)−1 , (3)
in good agreement with the theoretical calculations cited above. Equation (3) includes γ-rays of all
energies. Now if we confine our interest in the energy range > 100MeV, this emissivity decreases
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by a factor of 0.76. In the same energy range, Fichtel and Kniffen (1984) have estimated the
contribution in the γ-ray emissivity from cosmic ray electron bremsstrahlung to be 55% of the flux
produced by neutral pion decay. 2 In this way, we can calculate a total Galactic γ-ray emissivity
per hydrogen atom, for photon energies > 100 MeV , originating by all π0-producing CR-ISM
collisions as well as bremsstrahlung radiation from cosmic ray electrons:
qγ(> 100MeV) = 2.4 × 10
−25 photons / (s - H atom). (4)
which is consistent with observational data (e.g., Digel et al. 1995)
In order to extend this calculation to galaxies other than our own, we must relate the γ-
ray production and hence cosmic ray flux, to observable properties of the galaxies. We therefore
must account for both the acceleration and propagation of cosmic rays, and their dependence
on the galactic environment. The assumption that supernova explosions are the engines of CR
acceleration is encoded in simple and direct way. Specifically, we will impose a scaling of the CR
source (injection) rate Qp with RG , the mean SN rate in a specific galaxy G:
QGp ∝ RG .
To describe the propagation of cosmic rays requires more detailed treatment. Cosmic rays
propagate diffusively as they spiral along galactic magnetic field lines. The particles sources are
acceleration sites (i.e., supernova remnants) which are distributed inhomogeneously; the sinks are
energy losses due to a variety of processes, as well as escape from the galaxy. Cosmic ray propagation
is thus properly described by a diffusion equation which accounts for all of these effects as a function
of position in the galaxy. However, for our purposes of describing a galactic-averaged cosmic ray
flux, the treatment of propagation can be stripped to its essential features. To do this, we make
the following simplifying assumptions:
• The shape of the cosmic ray energy spectrum is the same throughout each galaxy and identical
to that in the Milky Way (although the normalization may be different).
• The ratios of p to α as well as the ratio of CR electrons to CR protons is constant and same
to that in the Milky Way.
• The propagation of cosmic rays in the galaxy can be approximated in terms of the “leaky
box” model.
The first two assumptions appeal to a universality in the underlying physics of cosmic ray acceler-
ation by individual supernova remnants. The last assumption treats the galaxy as a single zone to
be modeled, as we now see.
2The situation above 500 MeV is perhaps less clear. Strong, Moskalenko, & Reimer (2000) have recently suggested
that the dominant source in this regime may be inverse Compton scattering of interstellar radiation off a hard electron
component.
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According to the “leaky box” model, the galaxy is treated as a homogeneous containment
environment where CRs propagate freely with a certain probability per unit time to escape. Within
the frame of this model the propagation equation becomes
∂Ni(T, t)
∂t
= Qi(T, t) +
∂
∂T
[bi(T )Ni(T, t)]−
1
τesc
Ni(T, t). (5)
Here Ni(T, t) is the density of particles of species i with kinetic energy between T and T + dT .
Qi(T, t) is the source term (particles per volume per time per energy interval dT ) including all
sources of species i. As we are concerned with p and α particles, the source termQi simply represents
the supernova acceleration as a source these “primary” species (as opposed to “secondary” particles
created in flight, such as Li, Be, and B). Additional spallation contribution and losses are negligible
at our level of accuracy. The second term in the right hand side of eq. (5) represents energy losses
due to ionization of the ISM, with a rate bi(T ) = − (∂T/∂t)i; in the energy range of interest for
π0 production (> 279 MeV), this can be considered unimportant to a good approximation. The
loss of CRs that escape from the “leaky box” is included in the last term, with τesc being the mean
time spent by the CRs in the containment volume. Although strictly speaking inelastic collisional
losses should have also been included in the propagation equation, we have omitted them since the
mean free path against collisions is much larger than the one against escape.
If in addition we assume a steady state, the left hand side of eq. (5) vanishes and the propa-
gation equation for protons assumes the simple form
0 = Qp(T )−
1
τesc
Np(T ) . (6)
Physically, this corresponds to an equilibrium between sources (SN acceleration) and sinks (escape).
Since the CR proton flux and the corresponding number density are related via φp(T ) = vpNp(T ),
we find that the (propagated) flux is given by
φp(T ) = ℓescQp(T ), (7)
where ℓesc = τescv is the mean free path against escape.
3
Thus, to make further progress in estimating the CR flux φp(T ) in the galaxy G, we need to
have some understanding of the CR confinement in that galaxy, which enters in eq. (7) through
ℓesc. This depends on the details of the magnetic field strength and configuration in these galaxies.
The detailed physical origin of the confinement scale ℓesc (or equivalently, the diffusion tensor) is
as yet uncertain, but is almost certainly related to the structure of and fluctuations in the galaxy’s
magnetic field (e.g., Berezinski˘ı et al. citebbdgp). Lacking any better knowledge, we will assume
confinement conditions similar to those in the Milky Way. Specifically, we will assume ℓesc is the
3It is often conventional to define qp = Qp/ρISM and thus equation (7) implies φp(T ) = Λqp(T ) Λ = vpτesc ρISM is
the escape pathlength in g cm−2, the “grammage.”
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same as in the Milky Way. This amounts to an Ansatz that the physical properties that determine
ℓesc are dominated by local rather than global properties of the host galaxy. This assumption
becomes more plausible the more similar G is to the MW, so we expect our approach to yield
better results in the cases of M31 and M33 rather than in the cases of the Magellanic Clouds
and other irregular galaxies. (Alternatively, one could turn the problem around, and with γ-ray
observations of these objects, one can measure or limit the cosmic ray confinement in these objects.)
Under this assumption, the CR flux is proportional to the SN rate in G:
φGp
φMWp
=
R
G
R
MW
= f
G
(8)
So from equations (1) and (8) we get
ΓGpi0 = fGΓ
MW
pi0 (9)
which, following the same procedure that has lead to eq. (4), finally gives
qGγ (> 100MeV) = 2.36 × 10
−25f
G
photons (s - H atom)−1 . (10)
Assuming that the CR flux level and spectrum remains the same over the whole galaxy, this
emissivity is space-independent. Thus, the γ−ray flux from galaxy G which lies at a distance d and
has a gas content of Mgas will simply be
FGγ =
1
4πd2
Mgas
mp
qGγ ,
or, using eq. (10) for qGγ ,
FGγ (> 100MeV) = 2.34 × 10
−8f
G
(
Mgas
108M⊙
)(
d
100 kpc
)−2
photons cm−2 s −1 . (11)
The largest fraction of the gas present in galaxies is in the form of neutral hydrogen which is detected
via 21cm H I observations. The integrated H I mass in a galaxy is related to the integrated H I
flux
∫
Svdv by the scaling MH I ∝ d
2. This leads to the fortunate circumstance that, although the
calculated gas mass for a given galaxy depends on the assumed distance to that galaxy, the ratio
Σ =
Mgas
d2
is associated only with quantities which are directly observable and is independent of any assump-
tion on the distance. Thus, eq. (11) can finally be re-written to express the γ-ray flux of photons
> 100 MeV from galaxy G
FGγ = 2.34 × 10
−8f
G
(
Σ
104M⊙kpc
−2
)
photons cm−2 s −1 . (12)
in terms of the ratio f
G
of the supernova rate in G to that of the Milky Way, and the gas mass-to-
distance squared ratio Σ.
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Table 1: Observed Properties of Selected Local Group Galaxies
SN rate Adopted Σ (104 M⊙ kpc
−2)
Galaxy (century−1) f H I H2 Total
LMC 0.1(2), 0.23 (3),0.49(4) 0.14 22 ± 6(1),(11),(12),(13) 4.63(13) 26.6
SMC 0.065(3) , 0.12(4) 0.04 17± 4(1),(5) 0.76(13) 17.8
M31 0.9 (9), 1.21(4), 1.25 (7) 0.45 0.9 ± 0.2(1),(6) 0.06(16) 0.92
M33 0.28(8), 0.35(9), 0.68(4) 0.17 0.26± 0.05(1) 0.004(17) 0.264
NGC6822 0.04(10) 0.02 0.05± 0.02(1) 0.006(18) 0.056
IC10 0.082-0.11(14) 0.04 0.016 ± 0.003(15) & 10−5 (19) 0.016
References: (1) Huchtmeier & Richter (1989), references therein; (2) Chu & Kennicutt (1988); (3) Kennicutt
& Hodge(1986); (4) Tammann et al. (1994); (5) Stanimirovic´ et al. (1999); (6) Braun & Walterbos (1992); (7)
Braun & Walterbos (1993); (8) Gordon et al. (1998); (9) Berkhuijsen (1984); (10) Timmes & Woosley (1997);
(11) Luks & Rohlfs (1992); (12) Kim et al. (1998); (13) Westerlund (1997); (14) Thronson et al. (1990); (15)
Shostak & Skillman (1989), also references therein (16) Dame et al. (1993); (17) Wilson & Scoville (1989);
(18) Israel (1997); (19) Wilson & Reid (1991)
3. Data
Equation (12) shows that the information we need to calculate the expected γ-ray flux from
each galaxy is the SN rate of the galaxy, and the ratio Σ. A summary of these data and the
relevant references are presented in Table 1. The indicated ranges are the span in the published
observational data and are not representative of the error of each measurement as estimated by the
corresponding authors. This should give a sense of the systematic uncertainties, but one should
bear in mind that the overall error could be larger, particularly for the supernova rates. The value
quoted in the Σ column is the mean value of all the measurements found in the indicated references
while the error is just the square root of the sample variance.
In order to calculate f
G
we also need the SN rate of the MW. Different authors have pro-
duced results which cover a range of roughly an order of magnitude, depending on the method of
calculation. The three main methods used are extragalactic SN discoveries, SN-related Galactic
data relating to massive star formation, chemical evolution, and nuclear γ-ray lines, and analysis of
the historical record of Galactic SN explosions. Dragicevich et al. (1999) critically surveyed R
MW
determinations by different methods. The different results quoted in that work are given in Figure
1.
As noted by Dragicevich et al. , the Galactic supernova rates estimated using data from
historical supernovae tend to be higher than those based on extragalactic or nuclear/γ-ray line
constraints. This discrepancy might arise if our location in the Galaxy is “special”–e.g., near a
spiral arm where star formation is enhanced. In addition, Hatano, Fisher, & Branch (1997) suggest
that a large fraction (∼ 50%) supernovae are “ultradim” (MV ∼ −13), possibly due to localized
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shrouding effects. Such a population would be missed in extragalactic surveys, but would appear
in the historical record, and would still contribute to nucleosynthesis and accelerate cosmic rays.
In our study, we will use extragalactic supernova data for Local Group objects, and thus the lower
estimates of the Galactic supernova rate are the appropriate ones to use. As a “best bet” we will
adopt Dragicevich et al. ’s (1999) recommended value of 2.5 SN per century.
4. Results
We now combine eq. (12) with the data presented in Table 1 to predict γ−ray flux levels
for photons with energies above 100 MeV originating in the interaction between cosmic rays and
interstellar medium in galaxies of the Local Group. We will use the Magellanic Clouds to verify
the applicability of our method, since for these systems we can compare our predictions with
both EGRET observational results (detection for the LMC, upper limit for the SMC) and other
predictions using models based on entirely different assumptions: dynamic equilibrium for the
LMC (Fichtel et al. 1991), constant cosmic ray proton-to-electron ratio for the SMC (Sreekumar
& Fichtel 1991).
We will then use our model to proceed to predictions of γ−ray fluxes in galaxies of the Local
Group for which there have been either no previous studies or, in the case of M31, only partial
treatments. For the latter, O¨zel & Berkhuijsen (1987) based on the gas content alone arrived at a
result in which the cosmic ray flux scaling between the Milky Way and M31 was treated as a free
multiplicative parameter, left to be decided observationally.
Our predictions, and their implications for GLAST, are summarized in Table 2, with detailed
discussion of each galaxy appearing below. In Table 2, all values refer to γ-rays > 100 MeV. The
“GLAST Significance” column refers to the formal significance expected to be achieved after a 2-year
(nominal GLAST duty cycle) and 10-year (GLAST lifetime goal) all-sky survey. The “On-Target 5
σ Exposure Time” column refers to the total exposure of the object needed to achieve a 5 σ detection.
When GLAST is operating in the normal sky-scanning mode, each individual source is in the field
of view for only ∼ 20% of the time for each duty cycle, so the GLAST operation time required
to achieve a detection of the same significance is typically 5-6 times the on-target exposure time
quoted (assuming a field of view for GLAST between 2 and 2.4 sr). All significances and exposure
times were calculated according to the GLAST specifications as described in De Angelis (2000) and
in the GLAST Science Requirements Document (http://glast.gsfc.nasa.gov/science/aosrd).
We have used an effective collector area of 8000 cm2 (GLAST requirement, 0.8× GLAST goal), and
taken into account the (Galactic and extragalactic) γ−ray background noise levels as measured by
EGRET for the Galactic coordinates of each object. Whenever the angular extent of an object in
the sky (as derived from 21 cm maps) exceeded the 1-photon angular resolution of GLAST, the
actual size of the object was used as the relevant solid angle for the collection of background noise.
The same calculation, when applied to a point source of flux 2× 10−9photons cm−2 s−1 located at
high Galactic latitude, predicted a 5-σ detection after a 2-year all-sky survey, in accordance to the
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Table 2: Predicted Gamma-Ray Flux and GLAST Requirements for Selected Local Group Galaxies
Flux > 100 MeV (photons cm−2 s−1) GLAST Significance GLAST On-Target
Galaxy Prediction EGRET Value/Limit 2 years 10 years 5σ Exposure Time
LMC 11 × 10−8 (14.4 ± 4.7)× 10−8 42 σ 93 σ 4.6 × 10−3 yr
SMC 1.7 × 10−8 < 4× 10−8 19 σ 43 σ 2.1 × 10−2 yr
M31 1.0 × 10−8 < 1.6 × 10−8 13 σ 31 σ 4.1 × 10−2 yr
M33 0.11 × 10−8 N/A 1.9 σ 4.1 σ 2.31 yr
NGC6822 2.6× 10−11 N/A 0.04 σ 0.09 σ ≫ 10 yr
IC10 2.1× 10−11 N/A 0.02 σ 0.05 σ ≫ 10 yr
sensitivity derived in the GLAST Science Requirements Document.
4.1. Magellanic Clouds
4.1.1. Large Magellanic Cloud
The LMC is the only galaxy other than the Milky Way for which there has been a positive
detection of its diffuse γ−ray emission, and is therefore the only one of the systems of interest for
which any prediction can be directly tested against observations.
For the LMC, Table 1 suggests a mean Σ equal to 26.6 × 104M⊙ kpc
−2 and a mean SN rate
of 0.27 century−1 which, combined with a Galactic SN rate of 2.5 century−1, gives fLMC = 0.11.
Inserting these data in eq. (12) we derive a γ-ray flux for photons with energies > 100 MeV of
6.8× 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1.
However, of the 3 references quoted in Table 1 for the SN rate of the LMC, the lowest one
(ref. (2) in the table, equal to 0.1 SN century−1), which is based on a count of observed SN
remnants, is derived only as a lower limit to the LMC SN rate. The other two estimates are based
on extragalactic SN discoveries in morphologically similar galaxies (ref. 4 in Table 1) and on the
massive star formation rate (ref. 3 in Table 1). If we use the mean value of the latter two as our
best estimate for R
LMC
we get fLMC = 0.14.
As far as the gas mass is concerned, although the more recent 21cm surveys tend to give
rather low values for Σ (Luks & Rohlfs 1992, Kim et al. 1998), the gas mass estimates in those
cases are assuming an optically thin medium. However, recent studies of the cool gas in the LMC by
Marx-Zimmer et al. (2000) are not in favor of this assumption, which indicates that the gas masses
might in fact be significantly underestimated. On this basis, we will adopt for our calculation the
higher estimate from Westerlund (1997) which predicts a ΣH I = 28 × 10
4M⊙ kpc
−2, and thus
Σtot = 32.6 × 10
4M⊙ kpc
−2.
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These values of f and Σ, if used in eq. (12), yield a total γ-ray flux of
FLMCγ = 11× 10
−8 photons cm−2 s −1 . (13)
This value is in excellent agreement with the observed value of (14.4±4.7)×10−8 photons cm−2 s −1
(Hartman et al. 1999). This consistency gives us confidence in our method of computing galactic
cosmic ray fluxes.
Indeed, one could even turn the argument around, and tentatively interpret this agreement
as an indication that the cosmic ray confinement in the LMC is comparable to that of the Milky
Way, Λesc ∼ 10 g cm
−2. Given the large differences in the size and structure of these two galaxies,
this result would suggest that cosmic ray confinement is not strongly dependent on a galaxy’s
global properties, but more closely connected to local physics, such as the magnetic field strength
configuration and fluctuations. If confirmed, therefore, this result would give new and unique
information about the nature of cosmic ray confinement and propagation. As noted below (§4.2),
this result can be tested by combining the flux measurements for multiple Local Group sources,
particularly by comparing the LMC to the Small Magellanic Cloud.
Of course, the uncertainties in the observational data, especially the Galactic SN rate, can
have an important impact on our calculation. For example, if we adopt a Galactic SN rate of 1
century−1 and keeping the same values for all other data, the LMC flux could be as large as 27
×10−8photons cm−2 s−1 On the other hand, if the Galactic SN rate is as high as 5 century−1, this
estimate would drop to 5.3 ×10−8 photons cm−2 s−2.
With these caveats in mind, our best estimate for the flux gives a very strong detection (for-
mally, at the 42σ level) in the first 2 years of sky-scanning GLAST operation, with the 5-σ detection
feasible after an on-target observation time of less than 2 days.
4.1.2. Small Magellanic Cloud
The γ−ray flux level of the Small Magellanic Cloud has been the object of both theoretical
and observational studies in the past, which have been used to resolve the debate of the origin of
the cosmic rays: if the origin of the cosmic rays were cosmological and the level of the CR flux were
universal the γ−ray flux should have been easily detectable by EGRET (Sreekumar & Fichtel,
1991). However, the SMC was not detected by EGRET, and an observational upper limit was
placed instead on its γ−ray flux. (Sreekumar et al. 1993, Lin et al. 1996).
This observational upper limit was also lower than the value Sreekumar & Fichtel (1991)
predicted if the cosmic rays, gas and magnetic fields in the SMC were in a state of dynamic
equilibrium. Thus, Sreekumar et al. (1993) attributed the non-detection of the SMC by EGRET
to poor confinement of cosmic rays in the SMC.
In the framework of our model, we will investigate whether CR flux levels of the SMC low
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enough so as to prohibit its detection by EGRET can also be explained in terms of a low supernova
rate and consequently a low cosmic ray acceleration rate, even if we assume similar confinement
conditions with those of the Milky Way. Although the differences between the morphologies of
the MW and the Magellanic Clouds might raise questions concerning the validity of the latter
assumption, the good agreement of our results with observations in the case of the LMC encourage
the application of our method in the case of the SMC as well.
For the SMC, the mean value of Σ is equal to 17.8 × 104M⊙ kpc
−2 and the average of the
quoted SN rates is 0.09 SN per century (Table 1). Thus, eq. 12 (using again a R
MW
equal to 2.5
century−1) predicts a γ-ray flux of
F SMCγ = 1.7× 10
−8 photons cm−2 s−1 . (14)
This value is consistent with the current observational upper limit of 4 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1
of Lin et al. (1996). Using this “best bet” value for the SMC γ−ray flux, we find that GLAST
will detect the SMC with a 19 σ significance after a 2-year all-sky survey. The total exposure time
needed to achieve a 5 σ detection is only 8 days.
We thus see that the observed SN rate for the SMC is, by itself, sufficient to explain the
observational upper limit placed by EGRET, even under the assumption of confinement conditions
that do not differ from those in the Milky Way. Whether confinement in the SMC plays an
additional role in lowering the global cosmic ray and subsequently γ−ray flux is a very interesting
question, left to be answered observationally by GLAST.
If now we use the upper limit values for the ΣSMC and fSMC of 21.8 × 10
4M⊙ kpc
−2 and
0.05 correspondingly, the resulting γ−ray flux reaches 2.6× 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1, still below the
current observational upper limit. In the other end of the range, using the lowest estimates for the
Σ and R of the SMC, the result we get is equal to 0.85 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1 , well above the
anticipated sensitivity of GLAST. In fact, the SMC γ−ray flux would be still detectable by GLAST
even if, in addition to using the lowest available values for Σ and R
SMC
, we adopted a Galactic SN
rate higher than our “best bet” by a factor of 3.
Although our assumption for a “leaky box” CR confinement is more questionable in the case
of the Magellanic Clouds, our prediction is consistent the upper limit set by EGRET. Furthermore,
it coincides with the detailed calculations of Sreekumar & Fichtel (1991). These authors used
synchrotron radiation measurements to deduce the cosmic ray intensity and distribution in the
SMC (assuming a CR proton-to-electron ratio same as that of the MW) and predicted a total flux
of γ-rays above 100 MeV equal to 1.7 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1 . The perfect agreement between
this prediction and ours is fortuitous, but nevertheless increases our confidence in our basic model.
In the cases of galaxies such as M31 and M33, we expect the CR confinement conditions to be
much more similar to those in the MW (observations indicating the opposite would not only be a
surprising but a very interesting result in itself). Thus, we expect our predictions for these galaxies
to be, within our uncertainty limitations, even more reliable.
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4.2. M31
The mean observed value of Σ for M31 is 0.92 × 104M⊙ kpc
−2 while the average of R
M31
as
measured with all 3 different methods (observations of SN remnants, star formation rates and mor-
phology arguments) is 1.12 per century (Table 1). The average R
M31
corresponds to an M31/MW
supernova rate ratio fM31 = 0.45. It is worth pointing out that M31 has an unusually low Hα and
far infrared emission (e.g., Pagini et al. citepagnini), which imply a low star formation rate, and
hence a low Type II supernova rate for such a large galaxy. As we will see, GLAST should detect
M31, an thus provide an important new measure of the M31 supernova rate.
Using our adopted gas content and supernova rate for M31, eq. (12) then predicts a total γ-ray
flux for energies above 100 MeV
FM31γ = 1.0 × 10
−8 photons cm−2 s −1 . (15)
This value is consistent with the observational upper limit of 1.6 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1 set by
Blom et al. (1999), but only slightly lower than the EGRET sensitivity. As we see in Table 2, our
predicted γ−ray flux for M31 would be detected by GLAST in its first 2-year all-sky survey with
a 14 σ significance. After a projected lifetime of 10 years, and assuming continuous sky-scanning
operation, this significance would rise to 31 σ.
Our calculation gives theoretical support to the case made by Digel et al. (2000), who noted that
if the flux from Andromeda lies just below the Blom et al. limit, then GLAST will readily be able to
detect it. Here we find that indeed, the flux should be just at the level of 1×10−8 photons cm−2 s −1
suggested by Digel et al., though the uncertainty range is considerable, as we now see.
To estimate the effect of the various uncertainties in our calculation, we observe that if we had
used the highest available observed values for Σ and R
M31
as given in Table 1 but kept the Galactic
SN rate fixed at 2.5 per century, the resulting flux of 1.3 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1 would still be
lower than the observational upper limit. With Σ and R
M31
values both at the upper end of their
respective ranges, FM31γ would remain below the EGRET limit for RMW as low as 2 per century.
At the other end of the range of the available M31 data, using a Σ as low as 0.7×104M⊙ kpc
−2
and R
M31
of 0.9 per century, we derive a predicted flux of 0.6× 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1, still easily
above the expected GLAST sensitivity. If in addition we take into account the uncertainty in the
R
MW
, we can see that even with the most pessimistic estimates for the M31 gas content and SN
rate, the γ-ray flux remains above the GLAST detectability limit for a Galactic SN rate up to 7
per century.
In sum, our analysis leads to the robust prediction that a γ-ray observatory with sensitivity
similar to that expected for GLAST will detect the diffuse γ−ray signature of M31.
Once there is a positive detection, depending on the strength of the signal and the available
spatial resolution, this opens several avenues of further analysis:
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• The spatial distribution of neutral hydrogen in M31 has been observed to exhibit an asym-
metry, with the west part of the galaxy having a significantly lower column density than the
northeast part. For the relevant γ-ray fluxes of the two areas (a few times 10−9 up to 10−8
photons cm−2 s−1), the angular resolution of GLAST will be 10′ − 20′ (Digel et al. 2000).
Given the ∼ 2◦ size of M31 in 21 cm (which is the relevant angular size for γ−ray emission),
this asymmetry is easily within the angular resolution capabilities of GLAST and is thus
expected to be observed in the γ−ray signal as well. If the M31 flux is high enough, one
might even hope to observe effects of the magnetic torus (e.g., Beck, Brandenburg, Moss,
Shukurov, & Sokoloff (1996)) and star forming ring (e.g., Pagani et al. (1999)) at radius 10
kpc. A similar morphological feature in the Milky Way, the H2 ring extending in radius from
4 to 8 kpc (e.g., Bronfman et al. 1988) was first detected in early γ−ray surveys and then
shown to be consistent with subsequent CO molecular surveys (Stecker, Solomon, Scoville, &
Ryter 1975).
• An observational measurement of the diffuse γ−ray flux from M31 could be used to reverse
the arguments presented in section 2 and make inferences regarding the cosmic ray flux in
M31: From the γ−ray flux as measured from Earth, FM31γ , and using the distance and gas
content of M31, we can calculate the γ-ray production rate per target H-atom. This result,
combined with an assumption for the cosmic ray energy spectrum, would provide information
on the cosmic ray flux level in M31 which could then be compared with the MW cosmic ray
flux to determine whether they are comparable and whether the MW has a typical cosmic ray
activity for galaxies with similar morphology. (Note here that we assume that the contribution
from point sources in M31 would be negligible.)
• A measured value of the γ−ray flux from M31 could also be used to determine the ratio of
the supernova rates between M31 and the Milky Way, assuming that the gas content of M31
is known to a good accuracy:
f
M31
=
R
M31
R
MW
= 0.45
(
FM31γ
10−8 photons cm−2 s−1
)
(16)
using eq. 12. This ratio could then be used e.g. to determine the MW supernova rate or
to to infer the ratio of formation rates for high-mass stars, and, assuming a constant initial
mass function, the ratio of total star formation rates between the two galaxies. (Here we rely
on our assumption that all cosmic rays are produced by supernovae.)
These last two points can be self-consistently checked once GLAST has information on more
than one extragalactic source. For example, the ratios of the flux measurements among the ex-
tragalactic sources is a direct measure of the ratios of the cosmic ray densities. In our model,
these ratios gives the ratio of the product of Rℓesc. Thus, with information about the supernova
rates, one can directly measure the ratios of cosmic ray confinements; this allows one to compare
these values between the LMC and SMC, and to contrast the clouds with M31 (and M33). One
– 15 –
might then assume, in the case of the clouds, that their confinements are equal, and compare the
inferred supernova rates with values estimated by other means. Alternatively, one could assume
(as we have) that the confinements are these same as in the MW, and then use the ensemble of
measurements of Local Group sources to reduce the uncertainty in the inferred Milky Way SN rate.
Another potential cross-check would come from the comparison of Local Group > 100 MeV
emission and γ-ray line emission from radioactive decays (Timmes & Woosley (1997)). The line
flux is sensitive to the supernova rate only, so that the ratio of the > 100 MeV continuum to the
lines gives direct information about the cosmic ray confinement. Unfortunately, such a comparison
may have to wait, as the Timmes & Woosley calculations predict that the line fluxes lie below
the expected sensitivity of the forthcoming International Gamma-Ray Astrophysics Laboratory
(INTEGRAL) mission.
Even a non-detection of M31 in high energy γ-rays would be, apart from very surprising, a
result of high theoretical interest, since the only parameter entering our calculations other that f
and Σ is ℓesc (the escape mean free path)–which in turn depends on the confinement conditions of
the cosmic ray nuclei in M31. A non-detection would thus lead us to reconsider our assumption of
similar confinement conditions with M31. Such a result would provide observational clues for the
confinement in an extragalactic environment (morphologically similar to the Milky Way) and for
the nucleonic component of cosmic rays.
4.3. Other Local Group Galaxies
Using the mean values for the gas content-related Σ and the supernova rate shown in Table 1
for the case of M33, eq. (12) gives a γ−ray flux of
FM33γ = 0.11 × 10
−8 photons cm−2 s−1 , (17)
which is slightly below the sensitivity limit of GLAST. As seen in Table 2, after a 10 year sky
survey, the detection is at the 4.2σ level (comparable to the current LMC significance). If we use
the highest available estimates for the M33 gas content and supernova rate, the flux would rise to
0.2×10−8 photons cm−2 s−1, which would allow for a 5σ detection after a sky survey of 4.39 years.
Alternatively, even if eq. (17) is accurate, M33 will be detectable at the 5σ level within 10 years if
the GLAST effective area and field of view achieve their “goal” levels (as opposed to the “required”
levels we have used).
Thus, there is grounds for optimism that a detection might be possible, if either the gas
content and supernova rate have been slightly underestimated, or the actual sensitivity of the
GLAST observatory is slightly improved as compared to the current prediction. We therefore urge
observers to be aware of the possibility of detecting (or placing a limit on) flux from M33.
The next best candidates for detection (highest combination of Σ and f) in the local group
are NGC6822 and IC10. However, using the data shown in Table 1 for these galaxies, eq. (12)
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predicts fluxes which are comparable within our uncertainty limits and equal to about 0.002 ×
10−8 photons cm−2 s−1. Such tiny fluxes would require exposure GLAST times of decades, and
thus appear to lie beyond reach for the foreseeable future.
Thus, apart from the Magellanic Clouds, M31 and M33, no other Local Group galaxy seems
to be a good candidate for the detection of its diffuse γ-ray flux by γ-ray observatories in the near
future. There might, however, be other promising candidates, which lie outside the Local Group.
Starburst galaxies, despite the fact that they lie at a greater distance that Local Group galaxies,
have a significantly higher supernova rate, as well as high gas contents, which should result to
high γ-ray production rate and a flux that might be detectable by highly sensitive observatories
(Paglione et al. 1996).
5. Discussion
Diffuse, high-energy (& 100 MeV) γ-rays provide the most direct evidence for the extension
of the cosmic ray ion component throughout our Galaxy. The observation of such radiation from
extragalactic systems would provide unique information, as the mere detection of high-energy γ-rays
confirms the presence of cosmic ray ions, and the photon flux can be used to infer the cosmic ray flux,
and thus can constrain extragalactic cosmic ray properties. Unfortunately, the only extragalactic
object detected thus far is the LMC (Sreekumar et al (1992)).
In anticipation of future high-energy γ-ray observatories such as GLAST, we have estimated
the γ-ray flux due to diffuse emission for Local Group galaxies. To do this, we have used a simple
“leaky box” model of cosmic ray propagation, and taken supernova blasts to be the engines of
cosmic ray acceleration. Our model makes different assumptions than Fichtel et al. ’s (1991) more
detailed treatment of the LMC, but both give similar results, and are in reasonable agreement with
LMC γ-ray observations.
Applying our model to other Local Group galaxies, we predict that M31 has a γ-ray flux
above 100 MeV of about 1.0 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1, with an uncertainty of about a factor of
3. Fortunately, despite this large error budget, we can conclude that M31 should be observable by
GLAST, and we therefore strongly urge that M31 be looked for in GLAST maps. A detection will
provide important and unique information about cosmic rays in a galaxy similar to our own. In
addition, we find that the SMC should have a flux of about 1.4 × 10−8 photons cm−2 s−1, readily
detectable by GLAST. The comparison among the LMC, SMC, and M31 γ-ray luminosities will
provide new information about cosmic ray densities and confinement, and supernova rates, in these
systems and in the Milky Way.
The high-energy γ-ray flux from other Local Group galaxies is much smaller. Other than M31
and the Magellanic clouds, the only system that is potentially observable is M33, with a flux of
about 0.1×10−8 photons cm−2 s−1. If GLAST can stretch to reach its sensitivity goals, this too will
be observable. All other Local Group galaxies have emission that is at least 2 orders of magnitude
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smaller.
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Fig. 1.— Milky Way supernova rates as calculated by different authors, from the tabulation of
Dragicevich et al. (1999). The estimates from extragalactic SN discoveries have been standardized
to h = 0.75 and a Milky Way blue luminosity of (2.3± 0.6) × 1010L⊙,B.
